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UMES T S TD ES ROR Y 


Based on a conception of JEROME ROBBINS 


Book by: Music by: 
ARTAUR LAURENTS LEONARD BERNSTEIN 


Lyrics by: 
КУПОН ЧН ВОМОНЕ ПМ 


Fontire Original Production Directed and Choreographed 


by JEROME ROBBINS 


WEST SIDE STORY is presented 
through special arrangement with 
MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL 
ll9 West 57th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10019 
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SYNOPSIS 


West Side Story, a musical version of Shakespeare's 


tale of "star-cross'd lovers," has as its setting, not mid 


l5&h century Verona but mid 20th century New York. The 
feud between the two noble families becomes a rivalry 
between two street gangs, one Puerto Rican, the other, 
American, 

The story opens with a confrontation between these 
gangs, the Sharks and the Jets, led by Bernardo and 
Riff. After this, the Jets decide that they want a real 
rumble and enlist the aid of their former leader, Tony. 

That night, at the dance, the Jets and Sharks agree 
to a War Council, And as these war rumblings continue, 
Tony meets Maria, Bernardo's sister. The ill-fated romance 
begins. 
While the lovers dream of a better world, the War 
Council leads to the rumble under the highway. Bernardo 
kills Riff, and in retaliation, Tony kills Bernardo. Maria 
learns of her brother's death; the Sharks and Jets vow 
revenge; Tony and Maria struggle to preserve their love. 
The story draws to its tragic ending when Chino avenges 
Bernardo's death. | 

As the play closes and the Sharks and Jets assemble, 
Maria's reaction to her lover's death is testimony to the fate 
of romance and dreams in a world of hostility and hatred. 








| The action takes place on the West Side of New York City 
| during the last days of summer. 
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